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   Congratulations are in order!!! Our state presidents re-
turned home from the 85th NGC Convention in Norman, Okla-
homa, with many ribbons and awards!  Our region has five (5) 
NGC scholarship winners, each receiving $4,000.  C.A.R. 
commends our dedicated members.  We extend heartfelt 
thanks to the members of the Oklahoma Garden Clubs for 
making our stay in their great state most pleasurable. Every-
oneôs tremendous efforts and hard work to prepare for the 
convention was apparent. 

    C.A.R. is very excited 
and proud! Brenda     

Bingham, GCNJ, is the recipient of the Helen S. Hull 
Calendar Award as Flower Arranger of the Year for the 
2015 Vision of Beauty. The 2015 Vision of Beauty   
features eight (8) designers from the Central Atlantic 
Region, a strong showing of the talented designers in 
the region.  
     To qualify for the Award of Excellence, a Region 
Award # 25, all seven (7) states must participate in the 
ñRally our Regionò Project. Please make it happen by 
submitting your stateôs application to your state chair-
man no later than September 25, 2014.  Refer to the C.A.R. website, www.ngccar.org, for 
the ñRally our Regionò Project information. 
     Mark your calendars for October 26 - 28, 2014, and prepare to travel to Dover Downs 
in Dover, Delaware, for the Destination Delaware C.A.R. Conference. Tour the Nemours 
Mansion and Gardens, participate in workshops and enjoy the Standard Flower Show, 
Bon Voyage. The design program is by C.A.R.ôs own Joy Ericson.  Take advantage of the 
opportunity to tour Winterthur and visit the very special Downton Abbey Costume Exhibit 
from the PBS mini-series.  Register before September 1 for the ñearly birdò savings. Con-
ference information and the registration form are on our website, www.ngccar.org as well 
as in this issue on pages 8-10. 
   Consider honoring a member or former member with a C.A.R. Life Membership or a 
listing in the Book of Recognition. Both of these honors are in support of the C.A.R.  
Scholarship Program. 

     The Blue Star Memorial Highway Program is celebrating its 70th year.  The GCNJ 
founded this special program in 1944.  NGC, formerly National Council of State Garden 
Clubs, adopted the Blue Star Memorial Highway Program in 1946 as ñA ribbon of living 
memorial plantings traversing every state.ò Clubs throughout the region as well as across 
the USA are celebrating the anniversary with dedications and re-dedications honoring the 
men and women of our armed forces. 

    Summer has finally arrived, and many clubs continue to work in their communities.   
Rally On, where there is need!  There is always a garden club that can make a differ-
ence.  But also relax and enjoy these special  days. 

 
     ñA perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are 
singing, and the lawn mower is brokenò. ~James Dent 
 
     Warm regards, 
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